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Galatians 6:9 says:  “And let us not be weary in well doing.” 
How is that working for you?

I cannot be the only minister who has been challenged, 
discouraged, tempted, sad, angry, etc. during 2020.  I wasn’t 
aware of how badly I was being affected until it dawned on 
me one day that the word “idiot” had become a staple in my 
vocabulary. At about the same time, I spoke with a fellow 
CMC minister who said he discovered that he was “angry 
and looking for a fight.” I had been to the dentist that very 
morning and had my temperature taken before I could 
receive treatment. The first question on the sheet I had to fill 
out was, “Are you running a fever?” That did not go well and I 
immediately identified with my brother and the anger issue.

In addition to the normal ministerial tasks, pastors now 
have to keep the maskers and the non-maskers, the reopen 
church folks and the Zoomers, the conspiracy theorists 
and those who believe COVID-19 is a natural thing that just 
“happened,” untangled from each other. Some pastors have 
had real struggles with how to handle the reopening of the 
churches they serve. During this time, there have to have 
been some who, like me at times in my 46 years of preaching 
experience, have wanted to get on your proverbial horse and 
ride off into the sunset.

Your godly influence and steady 
leadership for the souls God has 
given you are not a trial run.

Given the lack of in-person fellowship and encouragement 
at our annual Pastors Conference and our annual summer 
conference, we must find ways to combat the discouragement 
temptation by staying in touch as best we can by modern 
means of communication, as well as by remembering God’s 
promises and the needs of those God has entrusted to us.

Besides the obvious things, such as prayer, reading and 
studying the Word, etc., remember these truths:

1. God chose you for “such a time as this.” It is no accident 
that you are where you are.

2. God will never fail you or let you down. It may not 
seem that way at times, but it’s true.

3. Your people need you now more than ever. Love 
them and love serving them through this “valley of the 
shadow of death.”

4. Keep eternity in view. Your godly influence and steady 
leadership for the souls God has given you are not a 
trial run. This is for keeps!

Asaph confesses in Psalm 73 that God is good to Israel, even 
to such as are of a clean heart.  He moves on to describe his 
own situation as being quite discouraging.  He speaks of the 
wicked and the impunity with which they sin.  He seems to 
be on the verge of giving up on his own commitment until he 
goes into the sanctuary of God, then he understands their 
end. At the end of the psalm he says, “It is good for me to 
draw near to God:  I have put my trust in the Lord God, that I 
may declare all thy works” (v. 28 KJV).

May it never be us, but some are giving up.  Suicide, divorce, 
and domestic violence rates are rising, and we the ministers, 
are not immune. I recently heard of a pastor who went to his 
church, walked up behind the pulpit, and committed suicide.

May we all hear these words, “Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant.” Galatians 6:9 not only says, “And let us not 
be weary in well doing”, it also says “for in due season we 
shall reap, if we faint not.”

Hold on! There is too much at stake to fail.
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False Summits

A few years ago, my wife and I were attempting to climb to 
the highest point of Colorado - Mt. Elbert.  We had done some 
research and learned that there were a couple of false summits 
on the way to the true summit.  Sure enough, about two miles 
into the 4½ mile hike to the top we came out of the tree-line 
and saw “the summit.” We could easily reach that.  But as we 
went further, we saw another higher summit behind that one.  
This was repeated a couple times before we saw and were 
finally able to reach the “high point” of Colorado.

For some of us 2020 was a time of re-evaluating our life 
summits. Many financial goals, vocational goals, even church 
and ministry goals have been put on hold. In Philippians 3:10 
Paul sums up his life summit, “I want to know Christ and the 
power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his 
sufferings, becoming like him in his death” (NIV). Paul’s life 
goal was to know Christ and to join him (to be his hands and 
feet) in building his church here on earth. He was compelled 
by the love of Christ to share the gospel with everyone he 
could. And in 2 Timothy 4:7, as he neared his death and 
reflected on his life, he said, “I have fought a good fight, I 
have finished the race, I have kept the faith” (NIV). To know 
Christ is to be filled with his desire to see people rescued 
from Satan’s bondage, to see the hopeless find hope and to 
see his church built on earth. A couple years ago the leaders 
of our church planting movement in CMC proposed plans for 
this decade. They challenged us to think about how we can 
be involved in helping people move from darkness to light, 
in seeing our communities transformed, and in planting new 
disciple-making churches.

The past year has driven us to our 
knees to seek the face of God.  

Here in CMC we ask ourselves, “What is our goal?”  If it is 
having a great “Multiply 2020” or “Pastors Conference 2021,” 
we have failed. (Both were cancelled.)  If it was an increase in 
attendance in our churches in 2020, most of us have failed. 

But if it is joining Jesus Christ in his promise to build his 
church, I believe we are still on the trail to the true summit. 
The past year has driven us to our knees to seek the face of 
God. In Matthew 16:18 Jesus promised he would build his 
church and the gates of hell will not prevail against it. Yes, 
Satan has unleashed some powerful attacks. He sends the 
spirit of fear and division in our families and churches.  He 
has created strife and violence in our nation. But the One we 
serve is greater. Satan was defeated on the cross of Calvary. 
God is at work building his church among us.  People are 
coming to Jesus.  New Bible studies are springing up among 
our people. New outreach ministries are happening.

I believe God is stirring us as a conference to a new level of 
impact on our world. Exciting things are happening in CMC. 
There is a weekly Zoom prayer meeting to discern God’s will 
for church planting. We are sensing his direction. The New 
York churches came together for a weekend summit and 
emerged with unity and a passion to share the gospel in 
their part of New York and beyond. Two REACH teams, one 
in New York and one in New Mexico, are assisting churches 
in reaching into their communities with the gospel. My sense 
is that this last year has been a time of pruning in many of 
our lives. We have seen some of the false summits in our 
lives and ministries and have set our eyes on the true goal. 
We seek first God’s kingdom and his righteousness, and he 
is using our hard times to strengthen us for the fight against 
the evil one. John 15:2 tells us that every branch that bears 
fruit, he prunes, so that it will be even more fruitful.  While I 
can not tell you everything 2021 will bring to us, I am excited 
to watch and participate as God continues to work in our 
lives, families, churches, and communities. 

BY PHIL SWARTZENTRUBER
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BY HANS SHENK

Clickbait: 12 Things to Know

1. There is a fight going on for your attention. It isn’t new. 
Through history, communicators have always fought to 
capture and hold the attention of others, to entertain, 
inform, and persuade.

2. The fight has changed. As technology advanced in the 
20th and 21st centuries, the number of ways to reach 
potential consumers grew. Content became cheaper 
to produce and easier to access. Each new advance in 
content availability brought with it advances in how 
products could be marketed.

3. For a time, the fight was against open space: creators 
and advertisers worked on putting media and 
advertisements in all the places in our lives where they 
weren’t already, with innovations like jersey sponsors, 
streaming services, and mobile gaming. 

4. The fight has changed again: In the last five years, some 
media researchers have suggested that there are no 
holes in our day left to fill. Not only that, but as our 
waking hours have filled with media, we’ve become 
easier to bore and harder to convince. 

5. To compete with each other, content creators and 
advertisers have adopted increasingly sophisticated 
strategies for catching and holding our attention. 

6. The most effective strategies rely on collecting 
and interpreting information:  information from 
neuroscience and the social sciences about how we 
think; what colors, animations, words and emotions light 
up our brains; information from social media, online 
ads, free platforms, apps, and streaming services about 
how we behave online. 

7. The science of what our brains like and the science of 
how we behave online are both partially the study of a 
chemical in our brains called dopamine. Among other 
purposes, dopamine controls our sensations of desire 
and satisfaction. The more dopamine an experience 
releases in our brains, the more our brains want to 
repeat the experience. Dopamine operates on an 
instinctive, unconscious level, and is habit-forming.

8. This means that many elements of web design and 
content creation are designed to influence us in 
unconscious, instinctive, habit-forming ways.

9. Here are some dopamine triggers: refreshing a newsfeed, 
emotionally-charged headlines (positive or negative), 
lists, little red notifications, articles that promise to 
reveal secrets and shortcuts, content that affirms our 
attitudes and ideas, and counters that tabulate likes and 
views on our posts.

10. This system is not all bad; it gives us free tools and platforms. 
It gives us content that matches our individual tastes. It 
means commercials are more fun and less annoying. 

11. But there are downsides.

•  Dopamine release triggered by emotionally-charged 
headlines, oversimplification of complex issues, and 
content that reinforces group identity can feed bias and 
polarization. That’s a problem worthy of our attention. 

•  More subtly, dopamine-based design and content 
can also consume our lives and fragment our 
concentration. Our attention spans get shorter and 
our need for immediate rewards increases. Finding 
or posting content that is “true, noble, right, pure, 
lovely, admirable, excellent or praiseworthy” becomes 
a secondary concern after consuming or creating 
content that satisfies our brain’s craving for dopamine. 

12. Throwing away our electronics, unsubscribing, and trying 
to escape completely from the dopamine-trigger world of 
media saturation is not the solution. It’s the shape of our 
world; the world we’re called to live and minister in. 

•  Instead, consider setting boundaries for media 
consumption, limiting how much time, or at what 
times of day you will be active online. Even a small 
measure of discipline helps us practice discipline 
against the impulses of our dopamine, and 
remember the words of Paul in 1 Corinthians 6:12: 
“All things are permitted for me, but not all things 
are of benefit. All things are permitted for me, but I 
will not be mastered by anything” (NASB).
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An Update from Asia and the Mediterranean

As an organization that operates globally, Rosedale 
International (RI) often faces unique challenges that other 
faith-based organizations do not. Obtaining visas and 
determining secure approaches to communication for 
workers in closed countries are just two of the many complex 
issues we regularly face. These concerns, however, became 
secondary in 2020 as the pandemic presented a new set 
of challenges. Many of our workers faced a choice: remain 
in the country and continue to minister to those who need 
Christ, or depart and wait for circumstances to improve.

In the Mediterranean region, RI’s workers who remained 
experienced lockdowns which slowed outreach and inhibited 
connection with others. Even so, they have pressed on in 
faith. Several workers* are currently enrolled in language 
schools or master’s degree programs. Others teach English 
online or at local academies. Some use their skills to preach, 
teach, lead worship in their local fellowships, and invest 
time and energy to disciple those whom God has placed in 
their lives. Still other workers run businesses, which connect 
them with a broad range of people. One worker disciples 
young believers in their faith and trains them in the art of 
theater. This group performs Gospel-based dramas and 
creates videos which reach a large online audience. Another 
worker serves as a trauma counselor for at-risk teenage girls. 
Even through a year full of obstacles, these workers have 
persevered in their mission to make Christ known.

RI’s workers in Asia were also impacted by the pandemic. Early 
in 2020, many Asian countries closed their borders and imposed 
strong travel restrictions which largely spared the region from 
COVID-19 and provided new opportunities for outreach.

The team in South Asia faced a strict lockdown, causing 
the hostel ministry to be temporarily suspended. This 
accelerated discipleship among the students who chose to 
remain at the hostel during the early stages of lockdown. 
These boys came to faith as they studied the Bible with team 
member Linton.* One boy in particular is now instrumental 
in opening ministry in his home area. The team visits his area 

regularly, and recently hosted seminars where more people 
expressed an interest in Jesus.

In Thailand, COVID-19 led to reduced tutoring opportunities 
for Tom, RI’s Asia Regional Director, and his wife Candice, 
Member Care Provider. It also meant the end of language 
study for team members Jacob and Dani. As a result, Jacob 
and Tom began pursuing teaching positions. Both now 
instruct diverse groups of students with different faith and 
cultural backgrounds. Candice continued her tutoring and 
has developed significant relationships with her students, 
even counseling and praying with several.

In Pattaya, Thailand, the Grace 58:12 team has continued 
their work to open a children’s home. They hope to begin 
accepting children this month.

“We desire to be diligent and dependent 
on the Holy Spirit...” Kevin Mayer

In both regions, restrictions due to COVID-19 have complicated 
the already difficult visa application and renewal process, and the 
task of keeping workers in their locations has proven increasingly 
tenuous. Tom shared that renewing visas for Jacob, Dani, and 
members of the Grace 58:12 team has been challenging.

As the pandemic continues to worsen in North America, 
the virus is likewise spreading in many places around the 
globe, creating new concerns for RI and our workers. Please 
remember our workers as they navigate outreach and build 
relationships through the challenges created by COVID-19. 
Pray that they would be a light to their neighbors and make 
Christ known—and pray for RI as we discern the path forward. 
As Kevin, Mediterranean Regional Director expressed, “We 
desire to be diligent and dependent on the Holy Spirit and 
need much wisdom, guidance, direction, and prayer as we 
navigate the many challenges ahead.”

*Names and details changed or removed for security.


